NCA 
VOC FOR IOP/FN 
POLITICAL FEATURE 1-1286 AUGUST 16, 1976 
MCALARY/ WASHINGTON 
PUERTO RICO: COMMONWEALTH, STATEHOOD, OR INDEPENDENCE? 
CTAPE IMSERTS Ii! TAPE LIBRARY) 
INTRO: 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE Ui!ITED STATES AND PUERTO RICO IS 
EXPECTED TO SURFACE AGAIN AT THIS WEEK'S CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED 
NATIOHS IN COLOMBO, SRI LANKA. IT IS AN ISSUE THAT HAS BEEW 
RAISED REPEATEDLY IN INTERMATIONAL FORUIS -- USUALLY BY CUBA. THE 
HAVANA GOVERNMENT CHARGES THAT PUERTO RICO IS AN AMERICAN COLONY 
AND SHOULD BECONE INDEPENDENT OF ANERICAN JURISDICTION. 

THE PUERTO RICAN RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES IS ALSO 
A MAJOR ISSUE IM THE SMALL ISLAHD'S POLITICAL CAMPAIGN -- JUST AS 
IT HAS BEEN Iii EVERY ELECTION CAMPAIGN SINCE PUERTO RICO BECAME 
A CONMONWEALTH OF THE UNITED STATES IN NINETEEN FIFTY-TWO. VOA'S 
DAVID MCALARY HAS A REPORT. 

ANNCR: 

CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE IN PUFRTO RICO ARE CAMPAIGIIING 
THIS YEAR WITH AN OLD THEME: SHOULD PUERTO RICO REMAIN A SELF- 
GOVERNING COMMONWEALTH ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED STATES; SHOULD 
IT BECOHE ANERICA'S FIFTY-FIRST STATE; OR SIIOULD IT BECONE 
INDEPENDENT ? 

AS FAR AS PUERTO RICANS ARE CONCERNED, INDEPENDENCE 
APPARENTLY IS WOT FOR THEIi. EDITOR ALEX MALDCNADO OF THE SAN 
JUAN NEWSPAPER EL MUNDO EXPLAI!'S: 


TAPE: CUT ONE -- MALDONADO 





"THE PRO-INDEPEDENCE FORCES IN PUERTO RICO HAVE A VERY SERIOUS 
PROBLEM. THAT IS, THE VAST MAJORITY OF THE PYERTO RICAN PEOPLE 
-- WHEN ASKED TO VOTE ON THE QUESTION -- VOTE OVERWHELHINGLY 
AGAINST INDEPENDENCE. THERE IS ALYIAYS A PRO-INDEPENDENCE PARTY 
ON THE BALLOT, WHICH IN THE LAST ELECTION GOT FOUR-POINT-THREE 
PERCENT OF THE VOTE. AND WE DO HAVE FREE ELECTIONS HERE. MORE 
THAN EIGHTY PERCENT OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE, VOTE. 
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SO I THINK THAT'S A VERY CLEAR Ai!D POWERFUL EXPRESSION OF WHAT 
THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO THINIK." 


ANNCR: 

PROPONENTS OF STATEHOOD DO NUCH BETTER It! ELECTIONS THAN THE 
INDEPENDENCE FORCES. IN NINWETEEI! SEVENTY-THO, THE PRO-STATEHOOD 
NEW PROGRESSIVE PARTY WON FORTY-FOUR PERCENT OF THE VOTE, TAKING 
THE SAN JUAN TiAYOR'S OFFICE AND SEVERAL SEATS IN THE PUERTO RICAN 
LEGISLATURE. COPT) FOUR YEARS EARLIER -- IM NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT 
-- THE WEW PROGRESSIVES HAD EVEN PUT THEIR CAMDIDATE -- LUIS 
FERRE -- INTO THE GOVERNORS!IP, SUT THAT HAS BEEN THE ONLY TIME 
SIWCE NINETEEN-FIFTY-TWO THE PARTY HAS WOit THAT OFFICE. CEND OPT) 

THE TRADITIONAL FRONT-RUNMING PARTY I!' PUERTO RICO HAS BEEN 
THE PRO-COMMOIN/EALTH POPULAR DEMOCRATIC PARTY. THEY HAVE WOH 
THE GOVERHORSHIP EVERY ELECTIOi! EXCEPT NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT, AND 
THEY HAVE ALWAYS DOMINATED THE LEGISLATURE. 

POPULAR DENOCRATS STAND FOR CONTINUED CONMONYEALTH STATUS 
WITH THE UNITED STATES GECAUSE THEY THINK IT IS MUCH BETTER THAN 
BEING A STATE. AND APPARENTLY, SO DO MOST PUERTO RICAN VOTERS 
AS A COMMONWEALTH, PUERTO RICO HAS MANY OF THE ADVANTAGES OF 
STATEHOOD WITHOUT SOME OF THE IiPCRTANT OBLIGATIONS. ITS CITIZENS 
ARE U-S CITIZENS, ITS TRADE WITH THE UNITED STATES IS DUTY-FREE. 
WASHINGTON DEFENDS THE ISLAND AND RUMS ITS HAIL Ai!D MONEY SYSTEHS. 
AND PUERTO RICO HAS AGOUT AS MUCH COIITROL OF ITS IMTERNAL AFFAIRS 
AS A STATE HAS, YET IT IS RELEASED FROM SONE CF THE ECONOMIC 
OBLIGATIONS STATES HAVE. THIS IS EXPLAIIIED BY CELESTE BENITES 
RODRIGUEZ, A POPULAR DE:I0CRATIC CANDIDATE FOR SENATOR-AT-LARGE 
IN THE ISLAND LEGISLATURE: 

TAPE: CUT TiO _-- BENITES 


"FOR ONE THING, PUERTO RICANS DO NOT PAY FEDERAL INCOME TAXES. 
AND ON THE OTHER HAND WE ARE ALLONED BY OUR SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 


POLITICAL FEATURE 1-1286 PAGE 3 
WITH THE UNITED STATES TO OFFER INDUSTRIES WHICH ARE ESTABLISHED 
HERE IN PUERTO RICO TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO TWENTY- 
FIVE YEARS. AND THIS PARTICULAR ASPECT OF THE ECONOMIC RELATION- 
SHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN THE PRINCIPAL CAUSE FOSTERING 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF INDUSTRIES 11] PUERTO RICO, WHICH CJS 
RESPONSIBLE) FOR THE RAPID GROWTH OF OUR ISLAND." 
ANNCR : 

DESPITE THE INDUSTRY BOON, THE RECENT ECONOMIC RECESSION 
HAS HIT THE ISLAND HARD. UNEVIPLOYMENT IS ALYAYS HIGH THERE, 
BUT NOW IT IS OFFICIALLY UP TO NINETEEN PERCENT. AND POVERTY 
STILL ABOUNDS. WEW PROGRESSIVE GULCERNATIONAL CANDIDATE ROMERO 
BARCELO -- NOW MAYOR OF SAN JUAN -- SAYS PUERTO RICO COULD DEAL 
WITH THESE CONDITIONS BETTER AS A STATE. HE EXPLAINS THAT THE 
ISLAND WOULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR LARGE ANOUNTS OF FEDERAL AID NOT 
NOW AVAILABLE. 

COPT) MISTER BARCELO ALSO OPPOSES LEGISLATION BEFORE THE 
U-S CONGRESS TO GIVE PUERTO RICO NORE AUTOHONY OVER ITS INTERNAL 
AND FOREIGH AFFAIRS, WHILE KEEPING THE BASIC COMMONWEALTH 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES THE SANE. HE ARGUES THAT 
PUERTO RICO STANDS TO LOSE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN AID IT DOES 
GET FROM WASHINGTON IF THE BILL IS ENACTED. CE&ND OPT) 

OTHERS WHO SUPPORT STATEHOOD FEEL THAT AS LONG AS PUERTO 
RICO HAS ABOUT THE SAME AUTONOHY AS A STATE, IT SHOULD BE A STATE 
AND HAVE HORE REPRESENTATION Ii: WASHINGTON THAN THE ONE 
COMMISSIONER IT IS ALLOWED THERE AS A COMMONMEALTi1. THE MAN WHO 
BECAME THE NEW PROGRESSIVE GOVERI'OR IN NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT -- 
LUIS FERRE -- IS ONE PERSON WITH THIS POINT OF VIEW: 
TAPE: CUT THREE -- FERRE 
"IN THE FIRST PLACE, WE WILL HAVE VOTING MEMBERS IN CONGRESS -- 
TWO SENATORS AND MAYGE SIX OR SEVEN MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE. THAT 
MEANS THAT IT IS VERY IMPORTANT FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE 
LEGISLATION THAT AFFECTS PUERTO RICO, AND ALSO THE NATION. WE 


WILL HAVE TO PARTICIPATE Ii' ALL DEBATES THAT HAVE TO DO WITH THE 
MAKING OF THE LAWS THAT AFFECT THE WHOLE NATION. WE WOULD VOTE 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT, Ail0 THAT OF COURSE WOULD BF LIIPORTANT FROM 
THE POII!T OF VIEW OF HAVING THE PRESIDENT LOOKING TO PUERTO RICO 
AS A NATIONAL PROGLEN RATHER THAI! A LOCAL PROPLEM. AND THEREFORE, 
PUERTO RICO WOULD BE ENJOYING TO THE FULLEST LIViIT ALL THE 
ENORMOUS CPOTENTIAL) OF THE COUNTRY." 
ANNCR : 
WISTER FERRE CLAINS THAT PUERTO RICO STATEHOOD IS INEVITABLE. 
IF HIS WE\!) PROGRESSIVE PARTY PUTS ROIIERO BARCELO INTO THE GOVERNOR' 
CHAIR, MISTER FERRE SAYS THERE ‘“!ILL BE A PLECISCITE ON THE ISSUE. 
FOR NOW, THOUGH, THE ISLAND IS WHAT ITS SPANISH NANE CALLS 
A FREE ASSOCIATED STATE -- A SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORY FREELY AND 
VOLUNTARILY ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED STATES. IF A CHANGE TO 
STATEHOOD IS PREFERRED, PUERTO RICAN VOTERS WILL GIVE THE SIGNAL 


THIS WOVEMBER. 
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